
DRAFT 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE NSW COUNCIL OF 

FRESHWATER ANGLERS INCORPORATED 
 

HELD AT THE PENRITH REGATTA CENTRE, PENRITH 
15 AUGUST 2009 

 
Opening 
The President, Steve Samuels, opened the meeting at 9.35 am, welcoming 
delegates and invited guests.   
 

Present: (Pre election)  
Steve Samuels (President), Chris Beale (SWAA),Rob Bradley (MAS), 
Radge Diakiw (SFR), Brian Dobbie (FFB), Peter Gibson (CTAA, RFS), 
John Humphries (CCFC), Alan Izzard (BS), Terry Maloney (SWAA), 
Laurie Muldoon (NETAS), Garnet Noble,(BS), Terry Rowling (CAS), Don 
Salter (Lakeside), Karl Schaerf (CAS), Jim Taylor (BS), Rodney Tonkin 
(OTAS) Lofty Tottenham (NSWRFS) Andrew Waters (CCFC) and Steve 
Williamson (PFIGA) 
 
Invited Guests: 
Ben Doolan (DII), Malcolm Poole (RFA).  
 

1. Apologies:  
Phillip Clarke (NETAS) (SB), Terry Flanagan (DL) Daryl Girling (SWAA), 
Chris Ghosn (BS), Peter Kelly (SFRC), Alistair McBurnie (DII), Wayne 
Protheroe (SWAA), Wendy Protheroe (SWAA), Bill Spiers (NSWRFS), 
John Vernon (SFR), Cameron Westaway (DII), Allan Wilcox (BK) Betty 
Williams (CAS) and Tom Williams (CAS) 
 

2. Minutes:  
The Council endorsed the minutes of the AGM held on 18 August 2007 as 
a true and correct record. (Tonkin/Humphries). 

 
3. President’s Report:  

The Council endorsed the Presidentôs Report presented by S Samuels 
(Attachment 1). (Samuels/Humphries). 

 
4. Treasurer’s Report 

The Council endorsed the Treasurers Report (Attachment 2). 
(Tonkin/Diakiw) 



 
5. Election of Office Bearers  

The President declared all positions vacant.  As there were no multiple 
nominees for the positions, the Council endorsed those nominated.  Below 
is list of Office Bearers for 2009/2010. 

 
(Position)   (Nominee) 
Executive 
President:   Steve Samuels  
Past President  Bill Spiers 
Senior Vice President: Tom Williams  
Vice President R1:  Allan Wilcox 
Vice President R2:  Alan Izzard 
Vice President R3:  Vacant 
Vice President R4:  Rob Bradley 
Vice President R5:  Tom Williams 
Vice President R6:  Chris Beale 
Vice President R7:  Daryl Girling 
Vice President  Laurie Muldoon 
 VR Fish Liaison:  Ben Nieuwerth 
Honorary Secretary:  Radge Diakiw 
Asst/Minutes Secretary: Vacant 
Honorary Treasurer: Rodney Tonkin 
Newsletter Editor:  Peter Gibson  
Public Officer/Auditor: Don Salter 
Environmental Officer  Karl Shaerf 
Non Executive appointments 
Website Editor:  Peter Gibson 
Promotion Officer:  John Humphries  
Scientific Advisor  Vacant  
Delegates to RFA/NSW: Radge Diakiw  
Delegates to RFA/NSW Peter Gibson   
Delegates to RFA/NSW John Humphries   
Honorary Solicitor  Vacant 

 
The Council expressed a special vote of thanks to Lofty Tottenham for his 
efforts in maintaining the NSWCFA website over many years. 

 
6. General Business 

6.1 Affiliation Fees 2009/10 
The Council agreed that affiliation fees for 2009/10 remain unchanged.  
Delegates were however reminded that in line with the November 2007 
decisions of the Council that: 
 6.4 Membership fees and the maximum annual affiliation/membership fee cap 

shall be reviewed at five-yearly intervals and adjusted to keep pace with the 

Consumer Price Index if necessary.  
 
6.2 AFWFA Funds. 
R Tonkin alerted the Council that he expected that $10,764 held on behalf 
of the now disbanded Australian Freshwater Fishermenôs Assembly 
(AFWFA) (see the Treasurers Report) would be disposed of this year in 
line with the instructions of the AFWFA Assembly.  



 
6.3 NSWCFA 50th Anniversary. 
The Council noted that the 50th Anniversary of the NSWCFA had passed 
and agreed that Alan Izzard and Rodney Tonkin organise a celebratory 
dinner around the time of the 2010 Annual General Meeting. 
 
 

7. Next AGM  
The next AGM is scheduled for Saturday 18 August 2010 at a destination 
to be determined. 
 

Close 
There being no further business, the President thanked the outgoing office 
bearers and closed the Annual General Meeting at 10.20 am. 
 
 
Signed as a true and accurate record by: 
 
President:  ____________________________________ 
 
Dated:       ____________________________________ 



Attachment 1 
NSW Council of Freshwater Anglers 

Presidents Report 

AGM Penrith, 15 August 2009 

 

This time last year I was voted in as your President expecting a bit of work but not the 

avalanche of activity that descended on CFA.  In fact so much activity erupted that it was 

not possible for your Executive to do justice to it all.  It is years like the one that has just 

passed that really put a strain on volunteer organisations like CFA.  The few souls that 

make up the ñactive centreò of the CFA were certainly stretched.  I can only hope that 

this year sees things slow down a bit, as we still have a lot of follow-up work to do. 

 

To give members an idea of the scale of activity I will mention the major issues we faced 

ï but I would like members to note that this list is not exhaustive and there were nearly 

twice as many peripheral issues that consumed our time, energy and resources. 

 

The most visible issue was the proposed closure of Gaden Hatchery.  While this has been 

extensively covered members should be under no illusion as to the time and effort 

committed by the small Executive Team on this matter.  While we have been ultimately 

successful with Gaden, it has come at a cost ï other issues have not been attended to in 

the way they should, but you can only do so much.   

 

Gaden and all other State hatcheries now have more certainty.  The Gaden Trout 

Hatchery Management Committee has now met twice and is settling into ensuring 

Gadenôs future.  I will say that Gadenôs future is linked to the future of all other 

hatcheries and this is recognised in the Ministers agreement that no other hatchery will be 

closed without prior consultation with ACoRF.  Not a perfect agreement, but as good as I 

could muster at the time.  Our focus now is to move on from Gaden and concentrate on 

other just-as-important matters. 

 

Once again we have seen this current NSW Government take the easy option in 

managing its affairs by cutting the Conservation Officer positions within Fisheries.  It is 

very disappointing to see a Labor Government turn its back on Government workers this 

way, especially at a time when people need jobs.  We will continue to oppose these 

senseless cuts and I have been pleased to see the Nature Conservation Council support 

our call on the Government to reverse the decision.  However I am not hopeful, but still 

we will endeavour to persevere. 

 

I would like a dollar for each conversation I have had with Fisheries over the 

appointment of Compliance Officers, particularly on the freshwater side.  While there is a 

call for a simplistic solution to filling vacancies, departments such as Fisheries have to 

abide by the Public Service rules when employing or promoting staff.  While a solution is 

not simple we can organise ourselves better to ensure that such processes are conducted 

expediently. 

 

Two significant events that occurred in the south west of the State were of particular 

concern.  The senseless removal of snags and trees during the Kunanadgee development 

was brought to CFA by South West Anglers Association.  It was pleasing to see action 

taken to not only to charge the developer, but also to seek restitution of the snags to the 

river.  While this operation may not have moved at the speed of light, the snags have 

been replaced and a brief of evidence has been sent to the Public Prosecutor.  We will 

continue to monitor this situation. 



 

The other issue was the knee-jerk reaction by the Federal Minister for the Environment 

when he decided to close significant red gum forest areas in a misguided attempt to 

protect a parrot.  This Minister is also trying to lock up the whole of the Coral Sea under 

the same misguided principles.  I personally acknowledge the significant work done on 

these issues by SWAA.  A strength of CFA is to have local delegates tackle the big issues 

in the first instance.  However we need to develop better protocols for involving the CFA 

in local issues should the need arise.  Our current ad hoc and disjointed approach is in 

need of a serious overhaul and I will talk more on this later in this report. 

 

We have recently investigated gaining a grant to assist in the publication of Freshwater 

Fisher.  Over the past year it has become increasingly obvious to me that despite the 

Global Financial Crisis there is still money available for community groups.  I have 

observed that CFA has not been particularly active in this sphere of grant money and 

perhaps it is something we should change.  To that end it might also be to the benefit of 

member clubs to also consider trying to gain access to grant monies to help further their 

aims. 

 

The NSW Government is committed to the building of Tillegra Dam, west of Newcastle.  

While this dam will see a large area of prime bass habitat inundated the CFA has taken 

the pragmatic view to try and get the best outcome for anglers and the environment.  We 

decided that to fight this dam would be a waste of resources as the Government has made 

it perfectly clear that the dam will be built.  Although we would prefer no dam your 

Executive decided to push for significant angler access and facilities as part of the dam 

project if it is to go ahead.  I was pleased to meet the Minister for Water, Phillip Costa 

over the issue with members of Hunter Native Fish.  My meeting was made all the easier 

by the preparatory work undertaken by CFA Representative Bill Spiers.  While we now 

have guaranteed access to the damôs waters and significant infrastructure development 

the most significant benefit has been to waterways not connected to the dam.  A number 

of barriers will be removed to allow better fish migration in other streams.  This is a huge 

win for these streams and to a large degree help to offset the damage done by building the 

dam. 

 

Your Council has also been involved in the removal of Norco Weir and Manywethers 

Weir.  We have partnered NSW Fisheries and local Catchment Management Authorities 

to support these removals and to date over 1,500 kilometres of water have been opened 

up to native fish migration. 

 

The recent Fishers for Fish Habitat Conference conducted in Ballina was a real success.  

This conference brought together a wide range of stakeholders concerned with aquatic 

habitat.  As a co-sponsor of the Conference we continue our campaign to preserve and 

improve our waterways. 

 

Other Conferences I attended included the last Murray Darling Basin Commission 

Conference in Canberra and the first Murray Darling Basin Association Conference also 

in Canberra ï NSW CFA was not invited to these Conferences, I had to ask for an 

invitation.  At both Conferences I pointed out that CFA was the most important 

stakeholder MDBA could have and we have seen some positive developments along this 

line ï we were subsequently invited to the Albury Conference without having to ask.  I 

feel that it is in our best interests to try and cement a strong relationship with the MDBA. 

 



 I also attended the RECFISH Business Planning Meeting in Brisbane.  As you are aware 

RECFISH has traditionally been funded by the Federal Government, but this funding 

ceased with the Labor Government winning the Federal election.  RECFISH, with its 

stakeholders are still exploring ways of ensuring RECFISHôs longevity in these uncertain 

times. 

 

I also had the opportunity to meet with the Minister for Lands, Tony Kelly.  This meeting 

proved fruitful and I gained the impression that the Minister was sympathetic to 

interested community groups being involved in the management of public lands.  While 

this seems at odds with the current sell off of such lands the Minister was keen to advise 

me that groups who signalled an interest in such lands would receive favourable 

treatment in an effort to keep such places in the public domain. 

 

Member club, Monaro Acclimatisation Society has recently been gazetted as the trustee 

of a river-side reserve in Jindabyne.  MAS intends to gain many more reserves under its 

trusteeship.  This project is something that I encourage other regional members to 

explore.  We are constantly faced with loss of access either from private entities or 

Government decisions.  Using the trustee process is one strong option to preserve access 

for generations to come and I see it as appealing that fishing clubs become the keepers of 

fisher access, not the Government. 

 

Earlier this month NSW Fisheries announced a number of changes to the Fisheries Act.  

While many of the amendments were of little consequence we have made a submission 

asking for changes to the amendments or explanation as to what they mean. 

 

We have partnered with the Recreational Fishing Alliance to develop and implement a 

campaign to have water storages that are currently closed to angling, opened.  Many 

water storages that are linked to drinking water supply are opened to angling, but many 

more are closed.  There does not seem to be any consistent methodology in assessing 

water storages for use by the public.  In some cases sailing clubs have open access to 

waterways but anglers are either locked out or restricted.  We will continue to work with 

RFA on this issue. 

 

Currently we have more member clubs than at any time in our history and this is pleasing 

to note.  I personally welcome each new club into the world of the CFA and I hope that 

these clubs will be active in the Executive and local issues.  While not wanting to single 

clubs out I will make special mention of the New England Trout Acclimatisation Society.  

After a long absence NETAS has re-joined CFA and this is fantastic.  NETAS was a 

foundation member of CFA and to have NETAS back is historically important to the 

CFA. 

 

I wish to thank all those associated with DPI for their participation in attending 

Council meetings, providing answers to our many and varied questions, working with us 

on environmental issues and for just being good friends of the Council. 

This year signals the end of an era with lofty Tottenham hanging up the webmaster baton.  

I would like to thank Lofty for all those years of dedication to ensuring our web site 

remained functional and relevant.  Our challenge now is to find someone eager and 

young to take over.  Thank you Lofty and well done. 



 

I would like to make special mention of those who have been of great assistance to me 

over the last year.  My special thanks to Radge Diakiw for running the gauntlet of 

Secretary, Rodney Tonkin for looking after the books, our Public Officer Don Salter, Bill 

Spiers for his constant work on Tillegra Dam and the Bass Nodavirus,  John Humphries 

for running the interclub meet which is a financial life line to this organisation and Peter 

Gibson who was inspirational to me during the Gaden negotiations and has continued to 

provide great service through Freshwater Fisher. 

 

So we have done some good work and expanded our membership, but the CFA is also 

facing its challenges.  The voices are getting louder for the CFA to become an even more 

powerful force in angling and environmental issues across the State.  While this is a noble 

aim it also means that the CFA must ask more of its office bearers if it is to happen.  It is 

my firm opinion that we cannot expand our work ethic as an organisation without a 

significant increase in the input from member clubs.  It will be interesting to see how our 

election process goes today ï will we again suffer from a lack of interest in standing for 

office from delegates, will we again go through a year without all offices filled?  I hope 

not.  I encourage and urge delegates to roll up their sleeves and commit some additional 

time to making the CFA a strong organisation that has the capacity to put the wind up any 

organisation or government that decides to try and trash fishersô rights. 

 

To make all this work I believe we need to develop a set of protocols that inform and 

govern the interaction between clubs and the CFA.  This year I have been confronted 

with requests for assistance, but little or no information or advice from the clubs 

concerned has followed.  While it is easy to think that the Executive of CFA is all-

knowing and wise, in reality we often lack local knowledge.  For the Executive to be 

effective it needs to be advised and guided by the local entities.  The Executive relies on 

local clubs briefing us fully on the issue and what outcome is desired.  A written protocol 

will help in improving the advocacy of the CFA on behalf of member clubs.  

 

The challenges I have identified today will ensure that the Council has plenty of work to 

do in the future, but no matter how you may care to look at things freshwater fishing 

would be in a worse state without the tireless work of Council. 

 

 

 

I respectfully move the adoption of this report. 

 

Steve Samuels 

President NSWCFA Inc 

15 August 2009 

 



 
 

Attachment 2 

 
 
 
 



 



 
Abbreviations 

 

ACoRF Advisory Council on Recreational Fishing  

BMNDAA  Blue Mountains and Nepean District Angling Association 

BS  Bass Sydney 

CAA  Canberra Anglers Association 

CAS  Central Acclimatisation Society 

CSDAC Council of Southern Districts Angling Clubs  

CTAA   Cooma Trout Acclimatisation Association 

DEH  Department of Environment and Heritage (Commonwealth) 

DII   New South Wales Department of Industry and Investment 

DWLC   Department of Land & Water Conservation  

FFB  Fly Fish Bathurst 

FWA  Far West Anglers  

GFFC  Greenwells Fly Fishing Club 

HNF  Hunter Native Fish  

IFF  Illawarra Fly Fishers  

LS  Lakeside Fly Fishing Club 

LHA   Leeton Hotel Anglers 

MAS  Monaro Acclimatisation Society  

MDBA   Murray Darling Basin Authorityl 

MNCFR Mid North Coast Fly Rodders 

NCC  Nature Conservation Council 

NETAS New England Trout Acclimatisation Society 

N&NWRA  North and North West Recreational Anglers 

NSWCFA NSW Council of Freshwater Anglers 

NSWRFS NSW Rod Fishersô Society 

OTAS  Orange Trout Acclimatisation Society  

PFIGA Professional Fishing Instructors and Guides Association 

RFA-NSW Recreational Fishing Alliance 

RFFTEC Recreational Fishing Freshwater Trust Expenditure Committee 

SB  Southern Bass Fishing Club 

SCAC  Sydney Coarse Angling Club 

SFR  Sydney Fly Roddersô Club  

SFFC  Singleton Fly Fishing Club 

SH  Snowy Hydro 

SWAA South West Anglers Association 

WA   Wingham Anglers 

 

 


