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NSW Council of Freshwater Anglers Inc 

Minutes of latest quarterly meeting 

 

 

 

Special notices: 
 

NSW CFA Freshwater Fisher email 

Please ask all your club members to stay in touch with the NSW CFA by subscribing to our 

free monthly newsletter, Freshwater Fisher. Anyone can subscribe by going to the website 

at www.freshwateranglers.com.au. 

 

Club contact details 

All clubs are asked to update their contact information with the NSW CFA, particularly the 

email addresses of key contacts such as Presidents, Hon Secretaries and delegates to the 

NSW CFA, and your main postal addresses for receiving any important mail. Updated 

information should be emailed to info@freshwateranglers.com.au or by mail to NSW CFA, 

PO Box 537, Paddington NSW 2021 

 

 

http://www.freshwateranglers.com.au/
mailto:info@freshwateranglers.com.au
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Minutes 

NSW Council of Freshwater Anglers Inc 
Minutes of quarterly general meeting, Goulburn Golf Club, 

Goulburn, 15 May 2010 
 

1. Welcome 
Meeting opened 9.40 am 

 

Present 

Steve Samuels (MAS), Rodney Tonkin (OTAS), Radge Diakiw (SFR), Peter Gibson (NSW RFS), Chris 

Beale (SWAA), Terry Maloney (SWAA), Tom Williams (CAS), Betty Williams (CAS), Karl Schaerf (CAS), 

Don Barton (CAS), Stafford Rodger (CSDAC), Josh Burns (CSDAC) Clive Brabham (FFB), Roger Crofts 

(FFB). 

 

Apologies 

Steve Williamson, Don Salter, John Humphries, Darryl Girling, John and Marleine O’Leary, Brian 

Dobbie, Alistair McBurnie, Cameron Westaway, Ben Nieuwerth, Kerry Riley. 

 

2. Minutes 
No minutes yet available from February meeting, will be completed this quarter. 

 

3. Business arising 
No business arising apart from items in reports and new business following. 

 

4. Reports 
4.1 Recreational Fishing Alliance report 

P Gibson reported on RFA’s success in winning a $186,000 grant to employ an access officer for 2-3 

years. The access officer will identify Crown reserves, TSRs, etc., which can be placed into reserve 

trusts administered by a trust board and managed by local recreational fishers. An appointment is 

expected to be made soon so that the person starts work at the start of the financial year. 

 

S Samuels urged members to act locally on these access issues by monitoring local newspapers 

where government advertisements are placed notifying changes to Crown land tenure.  

 

Members pointed out the probable need for the access officer to work closely with people who can 

advise on native title. 

 

The meeting expressed concern about the long delay in distributing information from the 2009 

access conference. Members offered to assist with this process. Moved  R Tonkin, seconded P 
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Gibson, that CFA write to RFA formally requesting that the RFA release all papers and documents 

from the 2009 access conference so that something can be done by CFA to publicise the outcomes. 

 

The meeting viewed the final draft of the freshwater fishing safety DVD and expressed satisfaction 

with the result. P Gibson mentioned the efforts of Michael Power, the producer of the DVD, who has 

patiently made numerous changes to the draft whenever requested. Moved T Williams, seconded R 

Diakiw, that CFA write to M Power thanking him for his efforts. 

 

4.2 Recreational Fishing Freshwater Trust Expenditure Committee report  

No report available due to blackout on proceedings of the committee until the minutes are signed 

off by the Minister. Members expressed frustration with the bureaucratic delays of this system, 

which prevents proper discussion and fast responses from the angling community. S Samuels told 

the meeting this problem had been raised with Minister Whan at our meeting with him in April. 

 

A CFA member complained he had been approached by I & I NSW person taking them to task for 

comments he made at CFA meetings about trust and advisory committee meetings. The President 

assured delegates he would respond to I & I NSW if this occurred again, as he felt I & I NSW had no 

right to complain about discussion at CFA meetings of trust/advisory committee performance. 

 

4.3 Advisory Council on Recreational Fishing 

No report available 

 

4.4 Regional Reports 

Region 3: CSDAC reported local fishing very poor due to drought, but stocking was 

successfully completed recently. 

 

Region 4: MAS reported that stiles have been erected on the fence at the Paddy’s Corner 

reserve on the Thredbo River, rehabilitation work was being undertaken through a habitat 

grant. Access privileges had been negotiated with adjacent landowner. Access is now 

possible along entire southern side of the Thredbo River. 

 

Region 5: T Williams asked for greater promotion of the CFA’s work through the media. S 

Samuels pointed out that this was a good idea but there were no resources to do this. T 

Williams also advised that the access issue at Golden Gully on the Belabula River has been 

resolved after an agreement between I & I NSW and the landowner and that access is now 

possible and that fence stiles have been put in place to protect the landowner’s fences. 

 

Fly Fish Bathurst reported a proposal from a local fishing club to build an access pontoon for 

anglers and boat owners plus a shelter on Chifley Dam, with handicapped access and BBQ 

area. 

 

Regions 6: Delegates advised that T Maloney will be appearing at the Legislative Council’s 

Inquiry into Recreational when it visits Griffith. 
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4.5 ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 

Treasurer’s report was presented, moved R Tonkin, seconded T Williams.  

 

(See copy attached.) 

 

4.6 Interclub meet report 

Hon Treasurer R Tonkin reported that approximately $2750 had been raised at the recent Interclub 

Meet. Moved R Tonkin, seconded R Diakiw that a special vote of thanks go to John Humphries for his 

outstanding efforts in organising this event yet again. R Tonkin advised the meeting that John is 

arranging for other members to take over the role after 2011. 

 

(See separate report attached.) 

 

4.7 Fish pump project 

The meeting received a report from John Harris regarding the fish pump project, supported by funds 

from the wind up of the Australian Freshwater Fishermen’s Assembly. 

 

(See separate report attached.) 

 

4.8 Gaden Trout Hatchery Management Committee report 

Meeting heard that the committee met in April and will meet again in June or July, that an 

investment plan is being developed, that delegates had requested more action be taken to ensure 

that information and reports about the hatchery be available for anglers to read on the internet and 

that there are ongoing concerns about getting the government to confirm that it is responsible for 

capital works and maintenance. Move T Williams, seconded P Gibson that a formal report from the 

CFA delegate to the Gaden committee should be part of every CFA meeting. 

 

5 Notice of Motion for the AGM 
John Humphries moves on the basis of special circumstances (overriding 6.3 of the Constitution) that 
NSWCFA capitation fee be increased by 50 cents per club or association’s member and that the fee 
cap of $300 be raised by $25. 
 

6 Correspondence 
Letter received from the AFWFA about winding up of AFWFA (Copy attached). 

 

7 General business 
7.1 I & I retrenchments 

The meeting noted retrenchments at I & I NSW and agreed to maintain a watch on how this affects 

services to recreational fishing. 

 

7.2 I & I NSW freshwater fishing calendar 

The meeting discussed the production of the give-away calendar of freshwater fishing photos, 

produced by I & I NSW, funded by a grant from the Recreational Fishing Freshwater Trust. Points of 

concern raised included the photos of caught fish (not enough emphasis on C&R) and whether the 
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means of distribution meant that the calendar only reached people already well involved in 

recreational angling and therefore had negligible PR or educational value. Move R Tonkin, seconded 

R Diakiw, that CFA write to I & I NSW asking them how the calendar is distributed, whether the 

messages in it are appropriate, what the effect or return is from the project and whether the money 

might not be better spent on a project that enhances recreational fisheries. 

 

7.3 Redfin 

Karl Schaerf pointed out availability of latest flyer from I & I NSW ‘Say no to Feral Fish’. S Samuels 

advised meeting he will contact steering committee formed on redfin to enquire about CFA 

representation on the committee. 

 

7.4 DargavilleΩǎ Crossing fishway 

The meeting noted the imminent completion of an important fishway at Dargaville’s Crossing. 

Moved K Schaerf, seconded P Gibson that CFA write to Matt Gordos complimenting him on the 

achievements of the Bring Back the Fish program. 

 

7.5 Fish Habitat Network website 

The meeting was advised that this website was now online and is strongly supported by CFA and 

other recreational fishing organisations. Members are urged to publicise the website to their club 

members. Website is at www.fishhabitatnetwork.com.au. 

 

7.6 Fraser Perry 

The President reported that since the last meeting CFA had supported Fraser Perry’s application to 

the RFFTEC and RFSTEC for assistance with projects he is undertaking while on a Rotary Exchange 

Student year in Finland. Fraser Perry was a participant on the inaugural “2009 Future Leaders 

Program” and the CFA believes this further study will enhance his capacity to move into a valuable 

leadership role within recreational fisheries in the future. The objectives of the project will be 

provide recreational fishers with information on the management of recreational fisheries in other 

countries. 

 

7.7 Norske Skog paper mill 

SWAA delegates reported that they have been unable to ascertain where water is being discharged 

from the mill. They reported that tests on some known water discharges were being conducted but 

results are not known at this stage. They also reported that the mill is expanding considerably.  

 

President reported that a letter had been received from the Minister for Climate Change, Energy 

Efficiency and water, Penny Wong.  The Minister’s letter indicated that she did not believe that this 

issue was of any concern.  Local residents will continue to campaign against the dumping of the 

effluent into the Murray River, and this item will stand as a regular agenda item until resolved to the 

CFA’s satisfaction.  

 

7.8 CFA Anniversary Dinner 

Moved R Tonkin, seconded P Gibson that the anniversary dinner be cancelled due to disappointing 

response to emails and printed invitations. Notice to go out in next Freshwater Fisher.  
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7.9 Future meetings 

Next meeting (August) will be quarterly general meeting and annual general meeting at Penrith. 

November meeting will be held in New England area. February 2011 meeting will be held in Snowy 

Mountains area (Buckenderra). 

 

7.10 Executive committee meetings 

Moved R Tonkin, seconded P Gibson that executive committee meetings must be held between 

quarterly meetings, with next executive committee meeting to be Skype meeting approximately a 

month to a fortnight before the next quarterly meeting, on dates to be advised. 

 

7.11 Internal CFA communications 

The meeting agreed the need for courtesy and confidentiality when discussing CFA business on 

email, particularly the need to send emails only to relevant people and to keep CFA matters 

confidential from non-members. 

 

7.12 Recfish 

The meeting noted reports that RecFish had apparently applied to ACoRF for $46,000 funding to 

help keep it afloat. This amount was in line with past contributions by ACoRF but it was noted that 

other States were not contributing similar amounts. It is not known if the application has been 

successful. 

 

7.13 National Parks River Red Gums Reservations Bill 

The meeting discussed the threats to recreational fishing access caused by the proposed extension 

of national park areas throughout the river red gum regions of the Murray and lower 

Murrumbidgee. Moved C Beale, seconded T Maloney that the President email urgently to Upper 

House members Moyes and Nile and to Minister Sartor requesting that the national parks takeover 

of these areas does not go ahead. 

 

7.14 Regional fishing website 

Meeting was updated by Peter Gibson on the completion on the regional fishing guide in the CFA 

website and asked to review the comment and provide further information, corrections and 

suggestions. The grant received for this project from the NSW Land and Property Management 

Authority’s Office of Rural Affairs has now been expended and appropriate confirming 

documentation sent to that body. 

 

7.15 Snowy River Catchment ς proposal by NSW Fisheries Scientific Committee to declare an 

endangered ecological community 

Moved R Tonkin, seconded P Gibson that the Acting Secretary make a submission to the Scientific 

Committee querying the appropriateness and usefulness of this proposal. 

 

7.16 Links from other websites to CFA website 

The meeting discussed the ramifications of different types of links to and from the CFA website, 

particularly links of a political nature. Members undertook to consider the implications and discuss 

with their organisations. To remain on agenda for a future meeting. 
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7.17 AGM speaker 

Meeting agreed that Minister Whan be invited to address the AGM, with other possibility being 

Megan Rourke (catfish researcher). R Tonkin to investigate frog researchers as speaker for 

November meeting. 

 

7.18 Draft proposal on golden perch 

The meeting noted a North East Anglers Association (Vic) proposal to I&I NSW and Victorian fisheries 

received from Ben Nieuwerth regarding closed seasons for golden perch in the Murray watershed. 

Members questioned the need and effectiveness of such a plan. Moved R Tonkin, seconded S 

Samuels that the CFA ask Lee Baumgartner from I&I NSW to comment on the proposal. (See copy 

attached. 

 

7.19 Research into salmonids 

In February 2005 the Commonwealth Department of the Environment and Heritage called for 

tenders from consultants to conduct "An Updated Overview of the Impacts of Introduced Salmonids 

in Australia". The Request For Tender document at the time outlined the following tasks: 

The purpose of the review is to produce an updated and broadened version of the 1996 

report Overview of the Impacts of Introduced Salmonids on Australian Native Fauna by P.L. 

Cadwallader. DEH will publish the report so that it will be available to scientific research 

staff, key interest groups, conservation and fisheries agencies and the general community.  

The CFA understands that this report was finalised some months ago. Moved R Tonkin, seconded R 

Diakiw that S Samuels write to Minister Garrett asking why the report should not be promptly 

released. 

 

7.20 Paul Brabham to World Flyfishing Championships 

The meeting applauded the achievement of Paul Brabham on his naming as part of the Australian 

team to the World Fly Fishing Championships to be held in Wales this year, and members 

contributed to a fund raising raffle on his behalf. All members have to pay their own way to the 

event. 

 

7.21 CFA database 

Peter Gibson advised the meeting that he had started work on a general, centralised contacts 

database for the CFA. 

 

7.22 /C! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ 

Steve Samuels advised members that he would not be able to continue as President after the August 

AGM due to new work commitments. 

 

8 Next meeting 
The next meeting will be the quarterly general meeting and AGM, to be held at Penrith, Saturday 21 

August 2010. 
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Attachment: 

Treasurers Report 
For the May 2010 General Meeting 

 

Financial Statement for the 3rd quarter 1/2/2010 to 4/5/2010 
Opening Bank Balance                                     $3769.83 

Income: 

Subscriptions – Monaro                 300.00 

                         PFIGA                     27.00 

                         Hunter Native Fish  31.50 

                         CSDAC                 300.00 

                         Singleton FF         120.00            

  778.50            

Interest                                                                    1.24 

Meals                                                                    90.00 

Caps etc                                                              347.00 

Interclub Meet – membership      4000.00  

                           auction banked   205.00 4205.00 

Total Income for quarter                                  $ 5421.74   

 

Expenditure: 

Newsletter for Feb. March & April 1426.82 

Exec Allowances                              300.00 

Website                                            120.00 

Meeting expenses                            342.50 

Postage & printing                            323.87 

Caps etc                                           317.91 

Interclub Meet                                 3810.00  

 

Total Expenditure for quarter                         $6641.10 

 

Bank estimate as at 4/5/2010                        $2550.47 

(balanced to Statement ended 6/4/2010) 

 

Summary of Activities: 

Regional Fishing Guide project (Special Grants A/c) 

            Total Grant                                      $5000.00 

            2 Advance payments      4400.00 

            Final payment to make     600.00 5000.00 

            Residual Balance interest                       0.17 

 Caps, Hats, Badges -  income                   $ 347.00 

                                     expenditure               317.91      

                                       net gain                 $    29.09  

  

   Interclub Meet – awaiting final Bank statement to complete 
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Attachment: 

Interclub Meet Report 
 

This years NSW CFA Interclub Meet was again a success with 36 keen anglers attending to cast, tie flies, fish 

and socialize in idyllic autumn weather at Wallerawang, and the sum of $2750.00 was raised for the NSW CFA 

which was slightly down on last years Meet  

  

Rob and Linda Cluff and their team continued with the usual high standard of hospitality that we have come to 

expect for this weekend and their continued effort in improving the comfort of the users of complex is obvious 

and is always appreciated by us; every year the standard of the accommodation and the grounds is improved  

  

The Lithgow Mercury is very cooperative in giving the Meet coverage and this has created a fair amount of 

local interest in the weekend’s events. 

  

We had a return of representatives from the Singleton Fly Fishing Club after a long absence and with only two 

anglers, President Mik (correct spelling) Ewin and Secretary Greg Hayman, they took out the ‘Ross Salvato 

World of Tackle’ trophy for the champion club and the ‘Otto’s Fishy Business’ trophy for the longest fish caught 

and released. Although the Meet is more a friendly social event there are four not so serious competitions and 

the results are as follows. 

Photo competition: 

Best fishing photo, Ray Tang from Wallerawang 

Best fishing scene, Jim Screen from Lakeside Fly Fishing Club 

 Best humour, Jim Screen again. 

 

Fly Tying competition: 

 Open  

1
st

 Ken Purcell, NSW Rod Fishers’ Society (NSWRFS) 

2
nd

 Roy Browne, Central Coast Fly Rodders’ Club (CCFRC) 

3
rd

 Chris Harding, Illawarra Fly Fishing Club (IFFC) 

Advanced 

1
st

 Steve Tizard,CCFRC 

 2
nd

 David Screen, Lakeside Fly Fishing Club (LFFC) 

 3
rd

 Barry Gentle, Illawarra Fly Fishing Club 

 Beginner 

1
st

 Ray Tang, Wallerawang 

 2
nd

, Mik Ewin, Singleton Fly Fishing Club (SFFC) 

3
rd

 David Anderson, IFFC 

  

 Casting: 

  Distance Accuracy 

1
st

 Chris Harding IFFC 

2
nd

 Greg Hayman SFFC 

3
rd

 Barry Gentle IFFC 

1
st

 handicap, Greg Hayman SFFC 

2
nd

 handicap, Kim Prehn IFFC 

Dry Fly Accuracy 

1
st

 Barry Gentle 
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 2
nd

 Lew Williams, Sydney Fly Rodders’ Club (SFRC) 

 3rd
 Dave Wilson, SFRC 

1
st

 handicap, Lew Williams 

  2
nd

 handicap, David Screen LFFC 

  

 Fishing: 

Longest rainbow,  Rodney Tonkin 470mm 

Longest brown,   Greg Hayman  505mm 

41 trout were recorded for the day. 

  

Champion Club: 

1
st

 Singleton Fly Fishing Club 

2
nd

 Illawarra Fly Fishing Club 

3
rd

 Lakeside Fly Fishing Club 

  

Congratulations to all the winners and the rest of the competitors. 

On behalf of  NSWCFA my thanks to the generosity of the donors: 

Ross Salvato’s ‘World of Tackle’ 

Les Hawkins (publisher) 

David and Celia Thomson (Bass Lodge) 

John and Sue Singleton (Bermagui Motor Inn) 

John Coles Fly Fishing, 

Dan Engel,  

Rolf Quaas 

Tiewell (Allan Barber) 

Fly Life (Rob and Libby Sloane) 

Central Coast Fly Rodder’ 

E. J. Todd,  

High County Outfitters 

Phillip Weigall, 

I & I Fisheries 

Buckanderra Resort 

Haig Burbury 

Little Mooney Creek 

And Latitude Guiding NZ 

 

Some people also donated prizes and cash anonymously. And a special thanks to them. 

I had many willing and capable helpers over the weekend and my sincere thanks to Rodney Tonkin, 

Ken Purcell, John Flakelar, David Wilson, Rolf Quaas, David Screen, and Roy Browne; there were 

others that helped them and I’m also grateful for their support. 

But the success of the weekend belongs to the people that turn up, some of them still haven’t 

missed a Meet and the support that you people give is greatly appreciated and makes the effort 

worthwhile, thank you all. 

 

John Humphries event coordinator. 
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Attachment: 

Fishway Project 
  

I wish to provide you with a brief report on progress with the Pump Fishway project, following 

financial support from the Australian Freshwater Fishermen's Assembly. As previously advised, I'm 

pursuing the quarter-scale model of the updated pump design, based here at Tinonee for the time 

being.  I have completed construction of the model and recently ran initial tests of its its hydraulic 

performance.  Results were satisfactory; there was considerable flexibility in the balance between 

attraction flows and trapping flows through the 'false weir' component that forms the heart of the 

system.  In addition, I was able to adjust flows sufficiently to produce a substantial differential 

between the 'upstream' and 'downstream' water levels, which is essential for trapping and effective 

performance of the concept.  These results are probably much more easily understood with the aid 

of the attached Powerpoint diagram, showing the layout, and photographs of the model during the 

trial. 

 

A need for several minor modifications and adjustments has been identified in these initial trials and 

I will attend to these in the near future.  Subsequently I will re-run the trials and consult with the 

project collaborators about the results and future directions.  It may be possible to find a suitable 

field site, preferably nearby, to run the model with a natural population of migrating small (quarter-

scale?) fish.  Further down the track, it may be appropriate to seek additional funding in order to 

begin full-scale tests in a hydraulics laboratory and detailed observations at a field site with wild fish. 

 

Financial analysis will be undertaken after  30 June 2010.  I will provide future progress reports on 

the project as appropriate.  Thank you again for your support. 

 

Good wishes, 

John 

 
This PPT shows the current layout of the model 
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Bottle slot

Adjustable slot of false weir

Upstream collection pool

Vertical slot Downstream pool 

Flow to false weir Attraction flow

Attraction flow vanes

 
Water flowing over the model's false weir, through the bottle slot and into the upstream fish-

collection pool. The downstream entrance slot is in the rear. 

 
 

 

 

 
Attraction flows running downstream together with the adjustable jet from the false weir. 

John H Harris  
Associate Professor (Adjunct ) 
La Trobe University, Dept Environmental Mgt & Ecology 
Rifflerun, 568 Bootawa Rd., Tinonee NSW 2430 
Ph: 02 6553 1806, email: rifflerun@gmail.com 

mailto:rifflerun@gmail.com
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Correspondence from AFWFA 
 

Below is text ƻŦ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ CǊŀƴƪ WƻƴŜǎΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ CǊŜǎƘǿŀǘŜǊ CƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΩǎ 

Assembly (AFWFA).   

 

Members, Associates, Affiliates and all those connected with or involved with freshwater fishing in Australia.  

 

It is with mixed feelings that I type this final letter on behalf of the Australian Freshwater Fishermen's Assembly 

(AFWFA). With sadness because the Assembly, founded by the joint efforts of the Victorian Fly Fishers 

Association (VFFA), Cooma branch of the Monaro Acclimatisation Society (MAS), the Wangaratta Fly Fishing 

Club, the Victorian Piscatorial Council, the Monaro Acclimatisation Society and the New South Wales Institute 

of Freshwater Fishermen, having been in existence since February 1966 was to be wound up due to a resolution 

passed on Saturday 12th March 2005. The last task to finalise the financial statements was completed on the 

15th June 2009 with the disbursement of the monies to the designated benefits completed on the 24th August 

2009. Anyone who has had the pleasure of finalising the termination of an Association or Assembly will 

appreciate that it is not as straight forward as one would assume, but involves a lot of legal and financial 

procedures associated with bank accounts and assets. To that end I am deeply indebted to the efforts of Mr 

Rodney Tonkin and Mr Chris Mayers for their combined diligence and efforts in finalising the accounts of the 

Assembly.  

 

A list of names of those that attended the initial meeting at Buckenderra back in 1966 reads like a who's who of 

Australian Freshwater fishing at that time. The legendary John Sautelle, Did Gadsby, Ron Mackenzie, Norman 

Gibb, Don Gillies, Dr John Halliday, Fred Hall, Alf Probert, Bill Rushton, Ash Garrard, Aub Hosking and Jim 

Dyball to name a few. The Assembly was formed to tackle issues of a national concern that crossed the State 

and Territory borders and hence the Assembly became the peak advisory body to the Australian Government on 

freshwater fishing in Australia.  

 

With the birth of RECFISH, much of the work of the two organisations was being duplicated and funding and 

support divided. Hence it is with a feeling of inevitability that the Assembly should step aside and make way for 

the new, united body of RECFISH that combines the interests of both fresh and salt water fishermen.  

 

The assets and accounts have been dispersed in accordance with the constitution of the Assembly and as 

directed by the last committee. In keeping with the concept of transparency the disbursements were to the 

Australian Red Cross $6,878.17 from the Dinas Vawr Trust, and the balance of$10,764.73 to the Pump Fishway 

Project being developed by Dr John H Harris of Harris Research Pty Ltd.  

 

I wish to thank all those associated with the Assembly for having the courage of their convictions to voice their 

concerns over the issues associated with the birthright of future generations of Australians.  

Tight lines  
 
 
Presidenl~-~ 

Australian Freshwater Fishermen's Assembly 20
th 

April 2010 
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Attachment: 

 

PROPOSED CLOSURE OF WATERS FOR THE 

PROTECTION OF GOLDEN PERCH 
 
 

Background 

 

Golden Perch, Yellowbelly, Callup, Macquaria Ambigue 

 

Status 

 

Golden Perch until now have no protection from angling activities, with the exception of a bag and size limit.  

Over the past 100 years, population of Golden Perch has suffered serious declines in natural recruitment, 

distribution and abundance.  Many factors have contributed, such as changes to water-flow, thermal pollution, 

etc. 

 

Limits and Closures 

 

Minimum legal size 30 cm 

Bag/possession limit:  

o five in all rivers and streams; 
o ten in all lakes and impoundments; 
o landed whole or as a carcass. 

 

Habitat 

 

Variety of environments, but mostly frequently occur in warm, turbid, sluggish inland waters and associated 

backwater and billabongs.  A tolerant fish, able to withstand water temperatures of 4°C to 37°C and salinities up 

to 33,000 parts per million. 

 

Distribution 

 

Entire Murray-Darling basin except in the headwaters.  Widely bred commercially and stocked in substantial 

numbers in many Australian dams.  Popular species for aquaculture and an excellent farm dam species. 

 

Reproduction 

 

Spawning is reported to occur at night from spring to summer when water temperatures are between 23°C and 

26°C.  Spawning appears to be triggered by increased daylight and rising water levels.  Adult fish will move very 

considerable distances (up to 1,000 km) upstream to spawn if possible. 

 

Migration is not essential to spawning.  A female spawning fish can lay 500,000 semi-buoyant eggs.  Eggs are 

carried in moving floodwaters.  After hatching, the larvae feed on zooplankton. 

 

Angling 

 

An excellent angling species.  A vigorous taker of baits and lures.  Often taken on the edge of weed-beds and/or 

adjacent to submerged structures (logs and trees). 

 

Objective 

 

To seek and provide a rule or model to ensure a sustainable natural spawning ground that will provide a natural, 

productive, sustainable fishery, not necessarily relying on re-stocking programs. 



15 
 

 

Management 

 

As per VR Fish Inland Fishery Policy, Native Fish Management Policy Plan 3.0 to 3.5. 

 

Strategies and Actions 

 

To restore a sustainable fish population: 

 

1. Rehabitate native fish and protect fish habitat 
2. Manage riverina structure and restore to natural status 
3. Manage fish translocation and stocking where self-sustainable populations are insufficient to support 

recreational angling. 
4. List sections of water where temporarily closures should be approved due to adverse conditions and 

activities that may have an impact on the natural spawning of fish. 
5. Monitor the program of the closure for a period of ééé years to gather information about any changes in 

the status of the population of fish and review to take necessarily actions. 
 

Conclusion 

 

If a model of protecting Golden Perch cannot be agreed upon, a review of the strategies may be in order to 

further monitor and evaluate the sustainability of a wild population of Golden Perch as per the VR Fish Native 

Fish Management Policy. 

 

 

 


